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BOROUG-Ii  OF  inCW  RO^O^fEY  (mTT) 


AmmL  REPORTS  OF  TRE  IvSliDia\I.  OI'i/ICER  QF 

HIl-VLTH  AilD  OF  BliE  SiiNITARY  INTsPEGTOR  POR 

THE  YEAR  1955. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year,  1955* 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  the  mid¬ 
year  Home  Population  increased  by  40,  from  2,300  in  1954  to 
2,340  in  1955. 

The  number  of  births  increased  by  1 1  from  28  in  1954 
to  39  in  1955j  the  birth-rate  v/as  accordingly  16.66;  v/hen 

adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General's  Comparability  Factor,  which 
being  based  on  a  standard  population  for  age  and  sex  distribution 
allows  comparison  with  other  Districts,  the  rate  becomes  17«32. 
This  rate  was  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  was 
15  por  1,000  resident  population.  Small  fluctuations  in  the 
number  of  births  however  reflect  disproportionately  on  the 
birth-rate,  as  the  figures  are  rather  small  for  statistical 
comparisons , 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  there  v/as  no 
still-birth,  which  may  be  regarded  as  an  index  of  thorough  ante¬ 
natal  supervision. 

It  is  also  gratifying  that  there  was  no  infant  death  and 
no  death  amongst  mothers  due  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  In 
co-operation  with  the  family  Doctors,  the  Child  ..elf are  Centre 
in  the  Borough  provides  valuable  services,  with  the  prevention 
of  infant  deaths  and  the  promotion  of  infant  health  as  their 
primary  objective.  Included  in  these  services  are  liimiunisation 
against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  which  are 
well  proved  preventive  measures.  It  may  be  hoped  that 
vaccination  against  Whooping  Cou,gh  and  Poliomyelitis  may  also 
be  offered  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  in  the  Doctors’ 
Surgeries,  but  these  are  at  present  ’sub-judice’  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  33  (22  males  and 
11  females).  The  death  rate  was  accordingly  14*10  per  1,000 
resident  population,  which,  v;hen  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General's  Comparability  Factor  as  with  the  birth-rate,  for 
comparison  with  other  Districts,  becomes  11. 7p  that  for 
England  and  Wales  v/as  also  11.7*  This  comparability  factor 
indicates  that  there  is  a  larger  age-group  of  old  people  in 
the  Borough  than  in  the  average  District, 

1 7  of  those  33  deaths  were  due  to  Heart,  Circulatory  and 
Vascular  Diseases,  which  are  natural  causes  of  death  amongst 
the  aged,  and  therefore  are  usually  the  chief  cause  of  deaths. 

There  were  5  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  there  was  no  death  from  Cancer  of  the 
Lung,  in  view  of  the  publicity  that  the  iifialation  of  tobacco 
smoke  may  be  a  contributory  cause. 

There  was  no  other  exceptional  cause  of  death. 

Regarding  Infectious  Disease,  there  v/as  no  unusual 
incidence.  There  was  a  small  outbreak  of  Measles,  which  it 
is  not  practicable  to  prevent.  Measles  is  only  serious  in 
young  children,  when  its  most  common  complication,  namely 
broncho-pneumonia 9  supervenes  and  v/hich  can  present  itself 
suddenly  and  advance  rapidly;  early  diagnosis  ensures 
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successful  treatment  with  the  inodern  antibiotics*  Similar 
remarks  apply  also  to  v/hoopin,'^  Cough,  which  is  usually 
only  dangerous  in  infant s^  only  4  cases  of  this  distressing 
disease  v/ere  notified  during  the  year. 

Two  unrelated  cases  of  mild  uncoraplicated  Scarlet  Fever 
v/ere  notified  and  both  were  nursed  at  home.  This  disease 
is,  in  its  present  phase,  comparatively  mild  and  complications, 
such  as  Endo-cardit is  and  Nephritis,  are  now  very  rare.  It, 
cannot ,-..hQV7ever, be  treated  lightly,  even  in  its  present  mild 
phase  I  clinically  it  is  often  indistinguishable  from  Rubella 
(German  heasles)  and  v/here  there  is  doubt,  throat  and  nasal 
swabs  should  be  taken  for  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
Haemolytic  Streptococcus;  this  is  particularly  important  with 
school-children  as  convalescent  carriers  not  infrequently 
cause  small  outbreaks  in  Schools  and  much  inconvenience. 

13  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were 
notified  but  there  were  no  deaths,  which  is  an  indication  of 
the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment  by  the  Antibiotics. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning,  caused  by 
Salmonella  Typhi-mur ium.  The  patients  were  however  infected 
in  another  District,  after  eating  mayonnaise  containing  raw 
duck  eggs,  from  v/hich  the  organism  was  also  isolated. 

No  other  cases  of  Infectious  disease  occurred. 

Regarding  Tuberculosis  six  new  cases  of  the  Respiratory 
type  were  notified.  Two  of  those  were  discovered  by  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit,  which  visited  the  Bofough  in  June. 

773  volunteers  were  X-rayed,  (see  table).  Also  199  echool- 
children  at  the  Southlands  C,S.  School  were  X-rayed  and  it  is 
very  satisfactory  'chat  no  active  cases  were  discovered  amongst 
this  vulnerable  age-group.  Modern  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
is  highly  successful  and  the  earlier  the  diagnosis  is  made  the 
better  are  the  chances  of  a  quick  and  complete  recovery. 

No  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
v/hich  is  an  index  that  the  milk  supplies  in  the  Borough  were 
not  infected  by  the  Bovine  Tubercle  Bacillus;  the  supplies 
are  all  d'^signated  and  regular  ■  arnples  are  taken  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  sterility  from  bacteria  which  can  cause  disease 
in  man. 

In  conclusion,  this  report  upon  the  Public  Health  of  the 
Borough,  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  generally  satisfactory 
and  I  would  wish  to  take  this  opportunity^  of  thanking  you  for 
your  interest  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  my  Department 
and  also  the  staff  for  their  efficient  co-operation. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  IMSHALL. 


M.B. ,  ChB. ,  D.P.H. 
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SECTION  A, 


STATISTICAL  AlTD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  'iTIE  DISTRICT 


FOR  1956 


Area;-  1  ,509  acres 

Regis  orar-G-eneral' s  Estiraate  of:- 

The  Resident  Population  .  2,340 

Nuraber  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 

to  the  Rate  Books  933 

Rateable  Value;  £21,631 

S\im  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £80 


Social  Conditions* 


The  ancient  and  historical  Cinque  Port  Borough  of 
New  Romney,  is  today  predominfuit  Ij^  an  Agricultural  District. 

There  are  also  \7ithin  the  Borough,  the  workshops  of  the  Romney, 
Hythe,  Dymchurch  Light  Railwajr  and  a  few  small  factories.  Part 
of  the  boundary  is  formed  by  the  sea  at  Littlestone  v/here  there 
are  wide  expanses  of  sand  which  attract  many  summer  visitors  and 
holiday-makers.  There  is  almost  no  unemployment,  if  anjs 
social  conditions  may  generally  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory. 


EXTRACTS  ..  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Nev/  Romney 

England 

Borough 

and 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Wales 

Live  Births  39 

25 

14 

Birth  Rate 

15.0 

per  1 ,000 

16.66 

(a)  Legitimate  35 

21 

14 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate  4 

4 

population 

Stillbirths 

- 

- 

Rate  per 

1  ,000  total 

- 

23.1 

(a)  Legitimate 

(live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

births 

Deaths  33 

22 

11 

Death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
resident 
population 

14.10 

11.7 

Deaths  from 

Rate  per 

Rot 

Pregnancy,  Child- 

1 ,000  (live 

availabl 

birth  and  Abortion. 

and  still) 
births 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  One  Year  of 

Age 

(a)  Legitimate 

- 

- 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

— 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 

1 ,000  live  births 

24.9 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants 

- 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ar 

■:0  s) 

# 

•  •  •••  ••• 

5 

Deaths  from  Vhooping  Cou^h  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Deaths  from  Measles  . . 


The  follo’^ing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  3/- ear  1955. 


Acute  Primar37-  or  Influenzal  Pneuiaonia  ...  13 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Measles  41 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  .  2 

Food  Poisoning  3 
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i 

CAUSES  OF  death  IH  R.  //  ROHITSY  BOROUGH  DURING 

I 


12^ 


ALL  CAUSES 

Males 

22 

I 

I  Females 
! 

11 

1  . 

Tuborculosis ,  respiratory 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— . 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

*** 

i  “* 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4. 

Diphtheria 

•  •  #  •  •  # 

- 

:3. 

I/liooping  Cough 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

b. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

9. 

0th '.r  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

0. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

1 

1 . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  luaig,  bronchus 

•  •  •  •  #  • 

- 

,2. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

3. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

•  •  0  #  •  • 

- 

- 

4. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

1 

2 

5. 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia  . . . 

...  ... 

1 

— 

6. 

Diabetes  ... 

•  •  •  •  #  • 

— 

7. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

1 

6. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

•  •  ♦  •  •  • 

6 

3 

9. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

•  «  •  #  •  • 

1 

- 

0. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

1 

,1 . 

Other  circulatory  disease  •*. 

...  ... 

.1 

— 

2. 

Influenza  ••• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

- 

3. 

Pneumonia  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

- 

4. 

Bronchitis  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

5. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

6  • 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenimi  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

- 

7. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

— 

8. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

- 

9. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

- 

0. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

- 

1 . 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

•  •  #  •  •  • 

1 

— 

2- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

4. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

2 

— 

5. 

Suicide  • . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

- 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

! 
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IvlASS  RADIOGR.\PI-iY  SURVEY 


1st  -  iOth  June,  1955 


N-amber  of  volunteers 


Male 

•  •  • 

316 

Female 

«  •  • 

462 

Total 

*  •  • 

778 

N-graber  recalled  for  Larg;e  Films 


Hale 

•  •  « 

11 

Female 

•  •  • 

24 

Total 

•  •  • 

33 

%  recalled  for  large  films  to  nuraber  of  volunteers; 


RESULTS 


Active  Tuberculosis  ... 
Inactive  Tuberculosis.. 


2 
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SANITARY 


CIRCULISTANCNS 


OP  TKS  ARE.^ 


^  •  '^ater  Supply 

Piped  water  is  supplied  by  the  Folkestone  0,  District 
'Hater  Company  from  shallow  wells  in  the  beach  shingle  of 
Dungeness  peninsular.  The  water  is  chlorinated  at  source. 
Samples  taken  at  consumers'  premises  have  proved  satisfactory. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Approximately  one  third  of  the  premises  in  the  Borough 
enjoy  main  drainage.  The  main  sewers  are  some  50  j^ears  old^ 
laid  to  slack  gradients  and  a  considerable  amount  of  infiltration 
takes  place  in  winter  and  in  wet  weather. 

Frequent  blockages  occur  in  500  feet  of  sewer  serving 
the  area  north  of  the  Railwa^y  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
laid  to  an  overall  gradient  of  only  i  in  1100  and  interm.ediate 
lengths  fall  the  y;rong  vjay* 

Trouble  has  occurred  elsewhere  with  tree  roots  and 
collapse  of  sub-surface  m.anhole  covers. 

Sewage  from  the  northern  area  is  boosted  twice  by 
ejectors  and  the  remainder  gravitates  direct  to  the  main 
pumphouse.  At  this  point  all  sewage  has  to  be  pumped  to  a 
balancing  tank  or  to  a  stormwater  overflov/.  The  pumps  are 
driven  by  manually  operated  diesel  engines. 

Surface  flooding  occurs  in  winter  in  that  part  of 
G-reatstone  which  is  within  the  Borough,  due  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  tide  locked  gravity  sea  outfall. 

% 

3*  Refuse  Collection  and  Disnosal 

■  !■  Ill  i^i  <  ■■■  i  ■■  1 1 1 w  ■ 

The  weekly  back  door  collection  of  household  and  trade 
refuse  continued  satisfactorily  throughout  the  jrear.  One 
Bedford  vehicle  v/ith  two  men  is  normally  engaged  wholetime  with 
additional  labour  in  the  holiday  season  as  required. 

Disposal  is  b^^^  tiiiiDing  in  water  fill^.d  pits  on  land 
ovmed  by  the  Corporation  but  no  serious  trouble  has  been 
experienced. 

4*  Salvage 

A  certain  aimornt  of  waste  paper  is  collected,  sorted 
and  baled.  The  income  from  sales  totalled  £60  for  the 
period  ended  31st  flarch,  1956. 

r •  Cesspool  Emptying 

One  uOO  gallon  Bedford  vehicle  is  engaged  wholetime  on 
emptying  of  approximate l^r  600  cesspools  which  serve  two  thirds 
of  the  properties  in  the  Borough. 

The  sev/ering  of  these  properties  would  be  a  matter  of 
considerable  engineering  difficulty  with  a  resulting  high  cost 
but  with  an  increase  in  the  number  of  bathrooms  and 
mechanically  flushed  water  closets,  the  tim.e  is  rapidly 
approaching  when  the  cesspool  service  will  prove  uneconomic. 

5*  Rodent  Control 

With  the  advent  of  'Varfarin  blood  ant  i -coagulant ,  the 
problem  of  rat  and  mice  destx’uction  has  diminished.  Baits 
containing  this  chemical  can  now  be  laid  continuously  and  in 
comparative  safety. 
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One  half-time  rodent  operative  carries  out  inspections 
and  treatments  as  required. 


I  aiii  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  test  on  the 
sewers  shov/ed  that  rats  7/ere  not  in  evidence.  Ihis  is 
probably  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  major  sewers  are 
surcharged  daily  and  some  other  se?/ers  become  surcharged 
periodically  due  to  infiltration  or  chokage. 


Food  Control 

The  two  registered  distributors  of  liquid  milk  sell 
nothing  but  designated  milks.  It  can  therefore  be  expected 
that  the  risk  of  infection  has  been  reduced. 


Fifteen  premises  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream,  none  of  which 
is  manufactured  in  the  Borough, 

A  survey  of  food  preparing  premises  is  in  progress  as  a 
result  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  19p5* 

The  following  canned  foodstuffs  were  inspected  upon 
reQ_uest,  found  to  be  unsound  and  surrendered  by  the  trader  2- 

Ho.  of  Cans 


Fruit 

•  •  # 

•  9  % 

•  •  # 

26 

Vegetables 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

8 

Meat 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

9 

Fish 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Milk 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

Soup 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

Jam 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Two  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  and  from  the  following 
table  it  will  be  seen  that  G%  of  the  pigs  were  found  to 
be  tuberculous 


Carcases 


Inspected  and  Condemned 


7. 


Factories  Acts.  1937  &  1 


Cattle 

i 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hui'nber  killed 

— 

— 

- 

40 

48 

Humber  inspected 

- 

- 

— 

40 

48 

All  diseases  except  'Tuberculosis 

V'/hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

1 

tuberculosis 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

lYhole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

mm 

mm 

3 

tuberculosis 

. 

— 

- 

— 

6% 

on 


the 


Eighteen  inspections  v/ere  made  to  the  16  permanent  factor:' 


register 


and  each 
inspected  once.  In  one 
found  to  bo  defective. 


of  the  tv/elve  temporary  factories  was  < 


case  the  sanitary  accommodation  was 


'<1/ 


fi 


•  <1.  ’ 


